BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL 18 NOVEMBER 1972 Students, Teachers, and the Curriculum This book, which deals with the whole patient and covers not only morbid anatomy, augmented by both transmission and scanning electron microscopy, but also appropriate immunopathological, biochemical, and enzymatic aspects, cannot fail to be of value to workers in the many disciplines now engaged in the investigation and treatment of rheumatoid arthritis, and should serve to widen the horizons of most readers. Glasgow, with its Gorbals and Cowcaddens, has always had a reputation for poor living conditions and high infant mortality-"the children were born to die." In 1861 it was one of the few major cities in Europe without a children's hospital; in no place was the need greater.
This book by a feature writer of the Glasgow Herald tells the story of "The Glasgow Sick Kids" from the opening of converted private houses as a hospital in 1882 to the provision of the famous Outpatient Dispensary in 1888 and the grand inauguration by King George V in 1914 on Yorkhill of that great and expanding hospital which has enjoyed, and deserved, international fame. The ghastly shock sustained in 1965 when it was discovered that the gigantic pile was about to collapse through major structural failure, its hurried evacuation to Oaklands, an unsuitable temporary refuge, and the final resurrection of Yorkhill as a modem teaching and research hospital in 1971 are faithfully recorded. Among its more recent achievements, Glasgow's place in the radiomonitoring of strontium metabolism in children is universally recognized, and, at a time when it was thought that the subject of rickets had been finally disposed of, the study of that disease as it occurs in Pakistanis in Glasgow has brought to light aspects of the metabolism of vitamin D which require further investigation.
In many ways Glasgow was a pioneer in separating paediatrics from adult medicine and surgery. Long before London recognized paediatric surgery as a specialty Glasgow had its specialist paediatric surgeons. In the early voluntary hospital days there was no money to be made in paediatrics and there was a high proportion of wealthy bachelors on the senior staff. This book, which will prove of interest to Glaswegians all over the world, contains pen-portraits and photographs of these and many other past members of the medical, nursing, and administrative staffs and of the old boards, which add the human touch to a fascinating account of a great Scottish institution. GEORGE R. MCROBERT
